
The 2016 SGIM Annual Meeting
was held May 11-14 in Holly-

wood, FL, at the Diplomat Hotel &
Spa. Our theme was “Generalists
Engaged in Population Health: Im-
proving Outcomes and Equity
through Research, Education, and
Patient Care.” Population health fo-
cuses on the health outcomes of a
group of individuals, including the
distribution of those outcomes
within the group. General internal
medicine (GIM) sits uniquely at the
nexus of caring for individuals and
populations, affording us the oppor-
tunity to achieve innovation and ex-
cellence in the education, research,
and patient care of populations—one
patient at a time.

The meeting was a success in
many ways. With 2,193 attendees, it
was certainly the largest in the his-
tory of SGIM. This year, 784 peer re-
viewers—more than 25% of SGIM
members—developed the content;
these peer reviewers read and
scored the 2,229 submissions re-
ceived—another record-setting num-
ber! Participants were offered a
variety of educational formats at 13
different session times, including
three major plenaries, a dozen poster
session times, and countless work-
shops/abstracts/oral vignettes.

At the plenary session on Thurs-
day, Marshall Chin, MD, MPH, 2015-
2016 SGIM president, opened the
meeting with his presidential address
titled “SGIM and the Developmental
Life Course: Current Challenges and
the Path Forward.” Timothy G. Fer-
ris, MD, MPH, delivered the 2016
Malcolm L. Peterson Honor Lecture
(Friday) titled “Progress in Improving
Healthcare Delivery.” The Program
Committee re-conceptualized the

past meeting chair) Michael Fine,
MD, MSc.

Distinguished Professors in
Geriatrics (Elizabeth Eckstrom, MD,
MPH) and Women’s Health (Karen
B. DeSalvo, MD, MPH, MSc) pre-
sented keynote addresses and con-
ducted poster tours. In addition to
this programming, the Program
Committee organized poster “walk
and talk” sessions on medical edu-
cation, hospital-based medicine, and
cancer research.

Several special series/programs
happened throughout the meeting.
The second annual Patient-Centered
Outcomes Research (PCOR) series
and the annual VA series drew
crowds over the course of several
workshops. Immediately following
the meeting on Saturday afternoon,
SGIM held the Third Annual GIM Fel-
lows Symposium. During this four-
hour course, fellows heard a keynote
presentation by John Steiner, MD,
MSPH, and panel discussions with
GIM chiefs and former fellows, in-
cluding breakout sessions during this
interactive workshop. Topics in-
cluded how to get the most out of a
mentor/mentee relationship, main-
taining work-life balance, funding
your research, optimizing the transi-
tion from fellow to faculty, career op-
portunities for clinician-educators
and investigators, and jobs outside
of academia. SGIM also hosted its
first Book Club, where participants
discussed Creativity, Inc: Overcom-
ing the Unseen Forces That Stand in
the Way of True Inspiration by Ed
Catmull and Amy Wallace.

Did you miss the SGIM annual
meeting this year? Catch up with
videos from the plenary sessions at

Saturday morning plenary session.
Rather than a traditional keynote ad-
dress, they organized a CaREER De-
velopment session titled “Mapping
Your Journey: An Armchair Conversa-
tion Across Generations About Ca-
REER Development.” This session
presented a conversation on career
development and work-life balance.
Panelists of different generations and
academic levels highlighted their
own strategies at each career stage
as well as lessons learned along the
way. Additionally, Frank Fortin, the
new SGIM executive director, was
introduced to the members at the
opening plenary session where many
of the attendees took the opportunity
to welcome him to the SGIM family.

For only the second time in 18
years, a medical student, Jerry Lee,
was one of the featured plenary
speakers with a presentation on
“The Duke Hotspotting Initiative
(DHSI): Integrating Medical Educa-
tion with Community-Based Care
Coordination.” Another plenary
highlight was SGIM’s first “second-
generation” plenary presenter,
Danielle Fine, who spoke on “Hy-
poparathyroidism Masquerading as
Neuropsychiatric Illness: Unmasking
the Importance of Cognitive Bias in
Clinical Decision-Making.” Dr. Fine’s
father is long-time member (and
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http://www.sgim.org/meetings, or
visit the #SGIM16 and #proudtobe-
GIM hashtags on Twitter and follow
along with the conversation from
the annual meeting—more than 900
people tweeted 4,193 different
messages (with a reach of more
than 4 million impressions).

Join SGIM in planning for the
annual meeting April 19-22, 2017,
in Washington, DC! The work-
shop/update/interest group submis-
sion deadline is October 4, 2016.
Abstracts, vignettes, and innovations
in both medical education and clinical
practice are due January 4, 2017. SGIM

Being ocean-side did not seem
to affect the number of people at-
tending sessions, but it did seem as
if everyone was smiling a lot! Out-
side lunches, beach happy hours,
and tweeting from the sand all hap-
pened—and the conversations and
networking continue on.
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